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CIAhead
defends |

covert plans

Weanington' Bureau of The Sun

Washington—The director of:
certral intelligence said yester-
day cancellation of secret op-:
erations abroad would not
gravely endanger the nationin
the present -world situation.]
But he warned that imperative
needs could arise in the future.

William E. Colby, the direc-
tor, also denied any CIA “con-
naction” to the 1973 overthrow,
of Salvador Allende in Chile.

With a measured defense of.
the Cantral - - Inrelligence
Agency, Mr, Colby drew a care-
ful distinction between what is
desirable and what is imperat-
ive. In the end he came down,

-against ending  covert opera-

tions — which may range from:
support of assassination to ero-
ding governments — in the in-
terest of national security,

Mandate not clear

He acknowledged that the
ndate of the CLA in this
a was not orystal clear.
er the National 3ecurity
Act of 1947, which created the|
agency. Insiead, he 3uid, the
mandate had been developed
under the act by the executive,
and Congress. If they changed:
it, he emphasized, the agency:
would act accordingly. i

Mr, Colby appeared before a
largely hostile audience. It was!
a conference on the CIA andi
its covert activity, conducted:
by the Center for National Se-|
curity Studies under the spon-|
sorship of Semator Philip A.
Hart {D., Mich.) and Senaior
Edward W. Brooke (D., Mass.).,

It was an audience that gen-
erally applauded critics of the
agency and hissed its defen-:
ders, including Mr. Colby. !

It also was an audience that!
came to the hearing room inl
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' the Sename Office m}ijilding

armed with fresh evidence
against the CIA. The wmaterial

was leaked secret testimony

by . Mr. Colby that United
‘States had ‘spent about $8 mil-
lion to undermine the govern-

Allendé in  Chile.
tion to Mr. Allende, a Marxist
who was elected, finally culmi-
nated last year in a coup dur-
ing which. he was shot to
death,

Mr. Colby said all.covert
opecations of the CIA were
approved by the so-called “40
Committee” of the  National
Security Council. Henry A.
Kissinger, - Secretary of State,
is chairman of the council. Dr.
Kissinger and other State De-

partment officials have told: methods to obtain from other:
. -Congress the U.S. had no part’ countries vital information that

in the coup.
The intelligence director took
the same position yesterday.
The agency, he said, “had no
connection with the -military
coup in 1973,” mor with its
leaders. It was aware, he ack-
‘ nowledged, of sentiment for a
.coup, and as far as he knew no
ione had informed Mr. Allende.
i Mr. Colby refused to say,

. congressional
tcharged with watching overiface of “a new-threat that!

ment of the late President!
Opposi-i
'CIA’s ‘role in- Chile, he said, nix program in Vietnam, a
ibut he could not say they knew : pacification .campaign
| precisely ‘where every dollariranged from economie develop+
iwas being spent. ' i

[ “We did look forward to a:

ter,
i cratic processes in 1976.” |
" Mr. Colby suggested it was
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i however; what actions the CIA: options between ‘‘a diplomatic

might have taken to encouragelprotest and sending in the
that sentiment. He also refused| Marines.” .
to discuss speécifics: of any; He could envision situations,
other covert CIA operation ex-the went on, in “which the
cept, as he put it, before the :United States might need to:
commitieesiconduct covert ‘action in the

the agency. . ideveloped in the world.” =~
Responsible  members  of; He also defended his role as:
Congress knew generally of the! director of the so-called Phoe-

that:
‘ment to assassination. i

.change in government,” he!
i continued, to skeptical laugh-:
“hut through the demo-,

tironic that the United States
thad foi<resort to clandesiine:

. was made public as a matter
of course here. :

Did the agency use methods
that were illegal in those coun-
tries and would be illegal io.
the United States? He was
asked. *'Of course,” he said.

It was important, he said,:
that the president of the
‘United States have available to,
"him measures that provided !
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